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themselves replenished with a new spirit of courage. The converts learned
from the example of their teachers so perfect a spirit of disinterestedness,
contempt of the world, and thirst after eternal goods that they lived in
common, and the rich, selling their estates, laid the price at the feet of the
apostles, that it might be equally distributed to such as had need. But
neither miracles, nor the company and example of the saints, could extin-
guish the passion of avarice in the hearts of Ananias and his wife Sapphira.
Being rich, they pretended to vie with the most charitable and sold their
estate; but, whilst they hypocritically pretended to resign the whole price
to the public use, they secretly retained a part to themselves. St Peter, to
whom God had revealed their hypocrisy, reproached them singly that they
had put a cheat upon their own souls by telling a lie to the Holy Ghost
in the person of his ministers. At his severe reprimand, first the husband,
and afterwards the wife, fell down dead at his feet.

The apostles confirmed their doctrine by many miracles, curing the
sick and casting out devils. The people laid their sick on beds and couches
in the streets, ** that when Peter came, his shadow at the least might over-
shadow any of them, and they might be delivered from their infirmities."
The high priest Caiaphas and the other heads of the Sanhedrim were much
incensed to see their prohibition slighted and the gospel daily gain ground;
and having apprehended the apostles, they put them into the common
prison, but God sent his angel in the night, who, opening the doors of
the prison, set them at liberty, and early the next morning they appeared
again preaching publicly in the temple. The judges of the Sanhedrim
again took them up and examined them. The apostles made no other
defence but that they ought rather to obey God than men. The high
priest and his faction deliberated by what means they might put them to
death; but their sanguinary intentions were overruled by the mild counsel
of Gamaliel, a famous doctor of the law, who advised them to wait the
issue, and to consider whether this doctrine, confirmed by miracles, came
not from God, against whom their power would be vain. However, they
condemned the servants of God to be scourged. The apostles, after this
torment, went away full of joy that they had been judged worthy to bear
a part in the ignominy and sufferings of the cross, the true glory and
advantages of which they had now learned. This, their spirit, says St
Chrysostom,1 was the greatest of their miracles. Many Jewish priests
embraced the faith of Christ; but the daily triumphs of the word of God
raised a persecution in Jerusalem which crowned St Stephen with martyr-
dom and dispersed the faithful, who fled, some to Damascus, others to
Antioch, and many into Phoenicia, Cyprus, and other places. The apostles
themselves remained still at Jerusalem to encourage the converts. The
disciples preached the faith in all places whither they came; so that this
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